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A Walk Through PTA History  
 
The Early Years 
National PTA has a long history of reminding our nation of its obligations to children and providing 
resources and important information to parents and teachers. Our mission is the same today as it was 
more than 100 years ago — to better the lives of all children. 
 
PTA has been instrumental in the passage of important laws over the years that we sometimes take for 
granted – and we are going to share some of those with you today.  
 
Why the PTA organization started? 
The founders had a dream to change the minds of parents, the public, and the government in order to 
improve the lives of children. 
 
 1897 – Alice McLellan Birney, a teacher and widow with two children & Phoebe Apperson Hearst 

(mother of publishing giant William Randolph Hearst) founded the National Congress of Mothers 
 
In a time when women did not even have the right to vote, they established an organization that 
regardless of color, creed, or condition, all members were welcome.  
 
The first meeting of the Congress of Mothers was held in Washington, DC on February 17, 1897—
where more than 2,000 people showed up.  News spread of this new Congress and cause — and their 
voices were soon heard all across the country.  
 
The Early Years—continued 
 
At its founding, the organization showed concern with health issues and sanitation conditions for 
infants and youth.  

The early years were also spent chartering state organizations and building a network throughout the 
nation of mothers who believed in the cause.   
 
Another Founder 
One woman who took up the cause in Georgia was African-American teacher and child advocate 
Selena Sloan Butler. She attended National PTA conferences and in 1926 founded the  
National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers in states where segregation was legally sanctioned. 
We recognize and honor her as one of our organization’s founders today.  
 
Through the years, Selena Sloan Butler and her board worked with the encouragement and help of 
National PTA. When the two national organizations formally merged in 1970, so did their identical 
mission to improve the lives of all children. 
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1900 — 1909  

Separate Juvenile Justice System—National PTA advocated that a separate juvenile justice system 
be established so children wouldn’t be tried and incarcerated as adults. This is the basis of our 
juvenile justice system today. 
 
Enforcing Child Labor Laws—As the U.S. became more industrialized, child labor became a growing 
concern. The National PTA advocated for child labor laws to protect against unsafe working 
practices and conditions for youth. 
 
In 1900, the PTA formed an Advisory Council (of fathers), chaired by Theodore Roosevelt, 
Roosevelt accepted the appointment to the Advisory Council immediately and served as its chair 
until his death in 1919. 
 
It was also the first time the National Congress called for the formation of Parents Clubs in 
Connection with Schools — the first local PTAs!  
 
And in 1906 they founded a magazine — the National Congress of Mothers Magazine. Today this 
magazine is known as “Our Children” magazine and is celebrating its 100th year in  
publishing this year. 

 
1910 — 1919  
 
By 1910, more than half of the country’s population now lived in cities or towns. Attention to child 
medical care and hygiene to reduce infant mortality rates continued to be a concern of the PTA. 
 
National PTA also held strong conviction about the importance of early childhood education and fought 
for the establishment of Kindergarten as part of public school system.  
 
National PTA  hosted the International Congress on the Health and Welfare of the Child for all who 
believed “...every child deserved the opportunity to develop physically, mentally and spiritually…” 
 
As early as 1916, National PTA advocated that sex education be taught to children before they reached 
puberty. 
  
When the U.S. entered World War I  in 1917, the PTA did what it could to help and even established a 
service club for enlisted men in Philadelphia. Following the war, a teacher shortage had mothers 
giving lessons in the home. PTA war efforts also included planting victory gardens. 
 
1920—1929  
With an identical mission, Selena Sloan Butler founded the National Congress of Colored Parents and 
Teachers in 1926. Her organization would bring needed support and resources to many families in 
states where segregated schools were legally sanctioned. 
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The discipline of the war years in the last decade gave way to the pursuit of perceived decadence—the 
Roaring ‘20s. The response of the PTA was to encourage greater moral and spiritual education, provide 
reviews of moving pictures, and begin the first “drive safely” campaigns.   
 
The PTA also advocated for greater parental responsibility in the home and active measures to prevent 
childhood diseases. One of its greatest projects launched during this decade was the Nationwide 
Children’s Health Project, called the Summer Round-Up. PTA joined with the U.S. Bureau of Education 
to educate parents about preventative health care and have every 1st grader registered and examined 
by a doctor and dentist. It won the approval of the medical community and was the first means to 
gather standardized assessment of children’s health. 

  
During this decade, PTA also passed a motion to observe and celebrate Founders Day — February 17 — 
which is still commemorated today by PTAs across the country.   
 
1930—1939 
Following the stock market crash of 1929, the unemployment rate soared—more than 4 million were 
out of work. The Great Depression also threatened to undo the gains the PTA had made in child labor 
laws and health initiatives.  
 
Malnutrition became a concern, and the PTA focused its attention and resources on Nutrition & 
Emergency Services, including local PTAs serving as a clearinghouses for food supplies for starving 
families. 
 
When unemployed population could not pay property taxes, many schools closed. The National PTA’s 
report “Our Public Schools” outlined the issues of the American school system and advocated for 
federal aid to be used to reopen closed schools and provide school lunch programs for needy children. 
 
In the early 30s, the National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers called for African-Americans to 
assume leadership positions as superintendents and board members in segregated school districts.  
Also, President Selena Butler was active internationally, representing the organization at several 
conferences of the Nursery School Association of Great Britain. Her background in providing early-
childhood information to parents in poor economic environments proved invaluable to the British. 
 
1940 — 1949 
The demand for war materiel in Europe shifted the U.S. economy into production, eventually ending 
unemployment. National PTA, more than ever before, reminded legislators to maintain and even 
increase federal aid to education and child services, lest they get lost to military production.  
 
One of the brightest spots of this era was the establishment of a Federally-Funded School Lunch 
Program—a program that today feeds more than 26 million children a day. 
 
But when the U.S. entered the war, the PTA immediately volunteered to do its part—establishing war 
emergency committees, organizing paper and scrap drives, and creating “safe houses” where children 
could find refuge in case of attack.  The National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers did their part 
through first aid instruction, salvage drives, and war bond purchases. 
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Wartime restrictions on travel helped to strengthen both sister organizations at the grass roots. 
Following the war, the two organizations initiated a series of interracial workshops to improve relations 
between the races in a postwar world.   National PTA was also a consultant to the U.S. delegates when 
the United Nations was founded in 1945.   
 
1950 – 1959 
Thanks to the Baby Boom and the growth of suburbia, this decade was a time of great action and 
accomplishment.  Period of economic growth and technological advances: New cars and television!  
 
Parents sought to provide children with a life of comfort and opportunity that had not been attained in 
previous generations. 
 
Mrs. J.S. Morgan, president of the National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers and Anna P. 
Hayes, president of PTA participated in the Mid-Century White House Conference on Children and 
Youth.  Conference had special emphasis on mental health.  Adopted was a 17-point “Pledge to 
Children.”  Of the 464 national organizations and agencies that took part in the conference, PTA was 
identified as “the organization to stand at the front in carrying out the plans and pledges of the 
conference.” 
 
Delinquency: Result of families fractured … father to war, mother to work.  Then return of economic 
prosperity … more “things” available … growing materialism.  Headline in May 1956, quoted J. Edgar 
Hoover (FIB) … juvenile delinquency was the second greatest problem in the US … right behind the 
threat of communism.”  PTA published 96-page document What PTA Members Should Know About 
Juvenile Delinquency with practical and realistic advice for parents, schools, and the community. 
 
Polio Vaccine: PTA conducted a vigorous public relations campaign in support of a nationwide polio 
vaccination program.  Local PTA members across the country volunteered to help administer the vaccine 
to more than a million children.  PTA involvement laid the groundwork for cooperative partnerships with 
medical associations and health organizations in the decades to come.  Worked to educate members 
about other immunizations and treating water with fluoride to prevent rampant dental problems. 
 
1950s continued 
 
Educational Reform: In response to the Soviets’ launching of Sputnik in 1957, US education focus 
changed to emphasize math and science in all grade levels.  PTA worked diligently to aid the US 
Congress in passing the National Defense Education Act.  This legislation sought to close the science gap. 
 
PTA began a regular feature in the National magazine, Time Out for Television: A Family Guide for Better 
Viewing, that evaluated television programs.  Began its … on being the watchdog of entertainment and 
mass media.  Was in the forefront of such media issues as the Federal Communications Act. 
 
Desegregation:  Public schools in many states had long been maintained as “separate but equal for 
blacks and whites.”  But in truth, many of the schools were a lot more separate for blacks than equal.  
Brown vs. Board of Education decision that declared school segregation unconstitutional.  Changed the 
face of public education.  From the onset, the National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers 
admitted into its ranks all who cared to work for the “betterment of child life.” 
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PTA never sanctioned or practiced exclusion, but prior to this decision, PTA and the National Congress of 
Colored Parents and Teachers worked parallel to each other, not as one organization. That was just a 
reality of the separate schools children attended.  
 
After the decision, PTA and the National Congress held their conventions in conjunction with on 
another. Separate Units began to dissolve and unite as one entity to work for children. 
 
This was also the decade that PTA 
- Built the organization’s National headquarters in Chicago on Rush Street.  Located there until 1993. 
- Added 52nd branch – European congress 
 
 
1960 – 1969 
PTA and the National Congress of Mothers were still two separate organizations.  Both presidents were 
appointed to the White House Conference on Children and Youth.  Purpose was to provide increased 
educational, health, and safety opportunities for all children.  During the conference, the president of 
the National Congress was selected to serve on the executive committee of the Council of National 
Organizations. 
 
This was the decade of the Cuban missile crisis.  The Berlin Wall symbolized the division and distrust 
among the world’s major power blocs.  Communist advances in Cuba and Southeast Asia left most 
Americans with an uneasy concern over the world they would leave to their children. 
 
Child Safety: Produced an automotive safety filmstrip, One to Grown On.  Billboards “Drive Carefully – 
we’re on our way to school again!” 
 
Judicial Concern for Children in Trouble: Conference in 1968.  PTA had worked for years to change 
juvenile court system form one that punished youngsters as though they were adults to one the 
protected and rehabilitated them 
 
Improved Communications:  Changed name of magazine to PTA Magazine.  Began featuring more 
articles on a wider range of child-rearing topics.  Incorporated guest feature stories by such authors and 
public figures as US Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, United Nations Ambassador, Henry Cabot 
Lodge, Democratic presidential nominee, Adlai Stevenson. 
 
Commissioned a film, Where Children Come First, for general distribution as a means to disseminate PTA 
story and values. 
 
The National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers celebrated its 35th year with the publication of 
the Coral Anniversary History that told the story of the congress form its inception. 
 
Anti-smoking: 1964 Convention Resolution – all PTA units educate children and youth on the health 
hazards of cigarette smoking.  Began a project enlisting the assistance of parents, preteens, and teens in 
a prevention campaign … seeking to inspire young people to become the nation’s first smokeless 
generation, spared the sickness, disability, or premature death resulting from smoking. 
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1960s continued  
 
Extremism: While communism represented one extreme, ultraconservative ideology of the far right 
represented a danger that was equally real and extreme.  Published, Extremist Groups: A Clear and 
Present Danger to Freedom and Democracy.  PTA came under attack from extremist groups for taking 
the middle group position between competing social philosophies.  PTA maintained its position during 
the ensuing era of unrest, protests, student disaffection, and social upheaval.  National Congress chose 
theme of unity – “Aspiring for One World.” 
 
Despite riots in some areas because of racial tensions, integration proceeded effectively enough to see 
many local units of the National Congress merge with local PTA units.  In 1966, the two associations 
began formal talks about unification.  The associations formally merged in 1970. 
 
- 1965 membership was just short of 12 million! 
- 1968 voted to shorten national officers’ terms to two years. 
- 1969 initiated the Reflections Program 
 
 
1970 – 1979 
Americans hoped to return to a more stable, more predictable time.  But got even more unrest, the 
continuation of Vietnam and the Watergate political scandal … first resignation of a US president. 
 
American education coming under scrutiny and receiving mounting criticism.  Carnegie Corporation 
study described it as, “grim, joyless, and oppressive.”  Public schools were judged in crisis, particularly in 
the inner cities, failing to education children adequately. 
 
PTA responded… 
Issued Declaration of Unification at 8:00 p.m. on June 22, 1970 in the Grand Ballroom of the American 
Hotel in Atlanta.  Goal to produce an even stronger and more vital PTA movement throughout the 
country.  Clara Gay, outgoing president of National Congress said, “I have a dream that the National 
Congress of Parents and Teacher will be the greatest organization on Earth and that all children will be 
sheltered by its objectives.  Unless we can look into the face of a little child and say, “I believe that child 
is capable of something better than what he is doing now,” there is no hope for the child and in his 
ability to work out a safe democracy for the future..  I believe the PTA makes possible a cooperation of 
all patriotic people.  I believe that such cooperation is coming.  I believe that I can help make it come.” 
 
Pearl Price, National PTA president said, “Now our finest hour has come.  It is here.  At long last we have 
overcome the barriers and surmounted the obstacles that kept us apart.  …Our challenge now is to 
move above and beyond our separate, divisive experiences and build a shared experience, the 
experience of working together not as black persons and white persons, but as human beings intent on 
building a society that cares deeply for all its children, whoever and whatever they are.” 
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1970s continued  
 
Health and Environment:  PTA fought for a federal comprehensive school health education bill.  Worked 
with states and local units to raise awareness of need for coordinated curriculums and health services at 
schools.  Counted as a victory the passage of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 that 
gave parents the right to inspect their child’s school records and correct or challenge them if necessary. 
 
Students Make a Difference: 1971 bylaws revised to include youth representation on the national 
board.  Decision to involve youth at the grassroots levels.  In 1952, PTA explored using the identifier 
PTSA as a way to increase student participation at the high school level.  “Students are to be considered 
full and equal members of their PTA or PTSA.  There are to be no special dues, no special categories for 
student membership,” states 1971 National PTA publication, PTSA: How to Put an S in Your PTA. 
 
Declining Membership: 1970s saw a plateau in membership, and the beginning of a fall. 

The number of school age children had declined 
Uncertain economic times with double-digit inflation required more mothers to work 
Rising divorce rate produced more fragmented families. 
Working mothers no longer available during the daytime. 
PTA took unpopular positions on extremism and siding with US Supreme Court decision on school 

prayer. It also did not take a position on abortion. 
Shift to fund raising from parent educators. 

Despite fluctuations, PTA still had ability to effect positive results for children. 
 
TV Violence: Initiated an nationwide program to combat TV violence.  Established a commission to 
investigate the issue of increasing TV violence, how women were depicted, and effect on children.  
Findings pointed out  
the need for parents to more carefully supervise what their children watched.  Resulted in national 
media attention, “National PTA putting TV on probation.”  “PTAs rise up against TV violence.” 
 
Urban Education: Increasingly aware of the discrepancy in the quality of education that existed.  The 
quality of life in the inner city of large urban areas spiraled downward as economic disparities widened.  
In 1977, PTA initiated the Urban Education Project to identify crucial problems confronting urban 
schools, examine ways in which various areas were responding to the problem, and develop new and 
dynamic strategies for solving urban problems. 
 
Held public hearings nationally.  Identified nine crucial problems. 

Inadequate funding for public education 
Lack of parental involvement 
Poor student academic performance 
Inability of schools to meet the diverse needs of students 
General and youth unemployment 
Negative public perception of public education 
Financial overburden of urban school districts 
Violence in schools and communities 
The tie between classroom discipline and teacher preparation 
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The Urban Education Project culminated in a national conference – PTA Challenges the Nation’s Leaders: 
What Can We Do For Our Schools? – raised public and membership awareness of the deplorable 
conditions of urban schools.   The Urban Education Project proposed three models to cope with the 
pressures of inadequate urban education: 

 The development of alternatives to the inequities of the property tax base to achieve more 
stable school finances. 

 The increased participation of parents in school, community, and family settings to assist them 
on overcoming feelings of powerlessness in the upbringing of their children. 

 The development of strategies to increase job opportunities for young people. 
 
 
1980 – 1989 
The seeds of conservative thought began to sprout. While the Carter administration’s Camp David 
Accords brought the first measure of progress to peace negotiations in the Middle East, the US economy 
suffered with runaway inflation and record breaking interest rates.  In 1982 the prime rate was 18.87%! 
 
A series of national reports indicated that public schools were in decline.  Test scores continued to 
decline.  Americans began to question the effectiveness of public education. 
 
PTA feared that some of the Reagan administration policies threatened to undermine decades of hard-
won reforms and safeguards for the education and well-being of children. A huge step backwards. 
 
Comprehensive School/Community Health Education Project: PTA sponsored five major showcase 
conferences to make the public aware of the CS/CHEP and the Student Health Education Forums.  The 
forums were designed and conducted by students to exchange ideas and information with students on 
important health topics. 
 
Food and Nutrition Project: PTA received USDA funds to conduct the Food and Nutrition Project in 20 
states.  It was aimed to improve nutrition education programs in local schools as well as the nutritional 
value of the school meals served to students. Each state had a different approach, but all succeeded in 
establishing constructive relationships among parents, students, school officials, school food service 
personnel, and organizations interested in the welfare of children. 
 
The PTA’s solid foundation of parent education and teacher partnership was the most effective weapon 
in the war being fought for the lives and minds of children and youth. 
 
Advocacy: When the Reagan administration sought massive cuts in federal school lunch and child 
nutrition programs, and severe cutbacks in other programs aiding education and children, PTA made its 
voice heard.  PTA went on record opposing all legislation that disproportionately affected 
  
1980s continued 
 
children.  By educating members and marshaling its resources, PTA spoke as the voice of school parents 
and was successful in preventing some of the more crippling proposals from being enacted. 
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Looking In On Your School Project: The Department of Education issued a report, A Nation At Risk, that 
depicted public schools as “drowning in a rising tied of mediocrity.”   This created public concern and 
passionate debates.  It also caused a renewed call to divert public funds to private schools!  In response, 
PTA initiated the Looking In On Your School Project designed to promote teamwork among parents, 
principals, teachers, and students to improve their communities’ public schools. 
 
In 1984, 20 years of declining membership was reversed with 5.4 million members. 
 
Big City Project: 23 major cities were surveyed to help PTA assess whether areas of large member bases 
had the resources needed to do the best possible job.  Responses led PTA to develop the Big City 
Project.  Its mission was to increase parent involvement in urban school districts by strengthening PTA 
councils.  Two councils were chosen to begin the project; one in Milwaukee and one in San Diego.  They 
received grants, technical support, and media coverage of its leadership conferences all geared to 
generate interest among schools wanting to become PTA or to reactivate membership.  Miami and San 
Francisco also received grants to fund their projects.  The projects became models for other big city PTA 
councils on how to garner greater parent commitment in their children’s schools. 
 
Self Esteem: The theme for the 90th Anniversary of PTA was Believe in Yourself! Building Children’s Self 
Esteem.  The Leading Children to Self Esteem guide for parents was a companion piece to the award 
winning video, Mirrors, produced by National PTA.  Mirrors received three awards for excellence. 
 
HIV/AIDS:  PTA made HIV/AIDS a central endeavor and called upon local PTA leaders to get HIV/AIDS 
education into the schools.  A massive public  
 
1980s continued 
 
education and information campaign was undertaken to explain the nature of  
the disease, how it spread, and safeguards to be taken.  A partnership was formed between PTA and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in which the CDC provided funds for continued expansion of 
the AIDS Education Project and dissemination of information to local PTA units. 
 
Reaching Out: PTA called upon its members to reach out to people of diverse backgrounds!  PTA began 
translating its publications into Spanish and articles on parent involvement were placed in Spanish-
language newspapers.  In conjunction with the Anti-Defamation League, PTA produced the brochure, 
What to Tell Your Child About Prejudice and Discrimination to help parents teach children the critical 
importance of respecting all people. 
 
1990 – 1999 
This was the decade of technology; computers, communications, teleconferencing, distance learning, 
the Internet, the World Wide Web. All this meant incredible new educational opportunities to libraries 
and classrooms.  It also brought new concerns over the risks of children having total open access to any 
information – good and bad.  
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PTA efforts to secure a healthier environment for children and guarantee equal education opportunities 
for students with special needs brought about social improvements with the passing of the Clean Air Act 
and the Americans With Disabilities Act. 
 
Smoking was banned in public buildings and on domestic airlines. 
 
Membership was up to 7 million. 
 
National PTA launched its first website — www.pta.org   
 
Planning for the Future:  PTA established a long-range plan with an emphasis on developing leaders at 
the local level and preparing them for state and national involvement.  The idea of parent involvement 
began to draw attention among all sectors.  Study after study revealed that one sure way to dramatically 
improve our children’s learning was for parents to give more attention to what was being done in 
schools. 
 
Parent Involvement: Newsweek magazine and the Chrysler Corporation cooperated with PTA in 
conducting a national survey to determine the level of parent involvement in American education. 

 57% said parents are the most influential figure in their child’s learning 

 69% said they discuss school topics with their children; 36% helped with homework 

 34% are “very familiar” with the curriculum in their children’s schools; 11% “extremely familiar” 

 58% said their children’s school strongly encouraged them to get involved 
 
1990s continued 
 

 72% cited lack of time to get involved in parent groups; 66% cited work schedules 

 42% used vacation time from work to attend important school conferences or activities 
 
Corporate sponsorship and support increased for PTA: 
 
PTA and JC Penney produced and distributed more than 750,000 copies of the pamphlet, The Busy 
Parent’s Guide to Involvement in Education.   
 
Good Housekeeping produced and distributed a special back-to-school supplement.  
 
Ebony co-developed a video with National PTA titled, Guide to Student Excellence with interviews with 
Dr. Maya Angelou and Marian Wright Edelman, president of the Children’s Defense Fund. 
 
Navistar produced and distributed “Be Cool. Follow the Rules.” Bus Safety information and PSAs.  
 
PTA hosted  Parent Involvement Summit.  28 organizations met to discuss what each could do to help 
turn this philosophy into practice. 
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Collaborative Mission Statement: “Our vision for the education of America’s children and youth 
includes parent/family involvement.  This involvement is essential for the positive emotional and social 
development, cultural growth, and academic achievement of every child. …”  At a second gathering a 
letter was drafted to President Clinton that said, “While parent involvement alone cannot remedy the 
problems with education, none of the other solutions is likely to attain maximum success without the 
active participation of parents and family.”  These PTA activities helped strengthen the case for including 
a parent involvement amendment among the National Education Goals.  (Goal 8) 
 
 
1990s continued 
 
PTA designed Parent Plus: A Comprehensive Program for Parent Involvement to orient parents, 
educators, and community leaders to the purpose, benefits, and steps for strengthening parents’ 
involvement in education and the community. 
 
PTA entered into a partnership with the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education to 
promote the training of educators in parent involvement strategies through pre-service and in-service 
teacher education programs.  State PTAs were matched with universities in their states to establish 
parent involvement curricula and coordinate practices for parent involvement training. 
 
In 1998, National PTA published the first National Standards for Parent/Family Involvement Programs — 
laying the foundation for engaging parents, increasing student achievement and building successful 
school partnerships.  
 
The National PTA also celebrated the 25th anniversary of its Reflections Program—an arts exploration 
program that involves more than 650,000 students each year.  Students complete and submit works of 
art in literature, visual arts (painting. Drawing, collage), photography, and musical composition. 
 
During this decade, PTA watched and listened to parents concerns over exploding media choices on TV, 
cable, and on the Internet.  The FCC introduced new Television ratings as a means to help parents select 
appropriate programming, but they were based on age, like the movie rating system. Parents argued 
that their 13 year old may not have the same maturity level as another 13 year old, and that age ratings 
fell short of meeting their needs. 
 
PTA advocated for a television rating system with content ratings that would help parents know the 
content of TV programming, not just age appropriateness. FCC adopted the TV rating system with 
content codes in 1998. This is the content rating system that appears in the upper left corner of your 
television screen. 
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2000 to present 
Today, we are continuing a legacy of caring and commitment to children.  
 
In 2000, National PTA published what is considered “the” book on parent involvement—Building 
Successful Partnerships. Based on the six national standards, the book provides a blueprint for 
developing successful parent involvement programs that work. We also launched the Parent 
Involvement Schools of Excellence Program to recognize schools with outstanding parent involvement 
practices. 

• PTA’s standards now define “parent involvement” in the No Child Left Behind Act 
 
Outreach to Hispanic Families: PTA recognized the need to translate parenting materials into Spanish in 
the late 1980s-early 1990s. But when the Hispanic/Latino population became the largest minority in 
America according to the 2000 U.S. Census, PTA stepped up its translation efforts on more parenting 
resources than ever before — including national advertising and its website. We also started a Hispanic 
Initiative in 3 pilot states to identify and mentor Hispanic leaders within the organization. 
 
With the help of the Ad Council, National PTA launched national Public Service Announcements in 
English and Spanish to increase awareness of the need and benefits of parent involvement. The media 
responded to our call and has donated more than $600 million dollars worth of ad space and air time for 
our messages.  
 
National PTA used the Internet to deliver E-learning courses to members and bolster our lobbying 
efforts in Washington with the “Five Sense Makes Sense campaign.” Members were asked to send 
electronic postcards to members of Congress emphasizing that less than 3 cents of every dollar goes to 
education funding, and if it were increased to just 5 cents, all educational programs for our public 
schools would be fully funded. 
 
Obesity Epidemic—Over the past 30 years, the obesity rate has nearly tripled for children ages 2–5 
years and youth ages 12–19 years, and quadrupled for children ages 6–11 years. That’s why PTA joined 
leading child advocacy groups and Cartoon Network to support the “Rescue Recess”  
campaign, which calls attention to the importance of recess, which experts  
 
2000s continued 
 
agree can be just as vital as classroom time to a child’s social, emotional and educational development. 
 
Responding to Tragedy—During this decade, National PTA also responded to national tragedy and 
disaster. PTA launched a special website within 24 hours of the events of September 11th for parents to 
help their children cope with tragedy. 
 
In response to the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, PTA coordinated delivery of art kits, school supplies, 
and books to ravaged school districts in Mississippi and Louisiana. In addition, PTA established the Kids 
of Katrina Fund and issued more than $15,000 in grants to PTAs in areas affected by the hurricanes.  
 
Each time PTA responded to helping parents help their children cope with tragedy and violence.  
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In conclusion 
Since its founding PTA has seen many changes and met many challenges, yet PTA has never lost sight of 
its original mission—to better the lives of all children 
 
As PTA enters a new century 

 Parent involvement will remain at the core of everything we do 

 Health and safety issues will continue to be priorities 

 We’ll hold steadfast on increasing funding for public schools 
  
As PTA enters a new century 

 We will embrace technology to reach and serve more members  

 Invite and attract more child advocates to our cause—including men, youth members, and 
community partners 

 
PTA’s proud legacy continues as we strive to  

 Make every child’s potential a reality  


